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The Caldecott Medal Books


The Randolph Caldecott Medal, frequently shortened to just 
the Caldecott, annually recognizes the preceding year's "most 
distinguished American picture book for children". It is 
awarded to the illustrator by the Association for Library 
Service to Children (ALSC), a division of the American Library 
Association (ALA). The Caldecott and Newbery Medals are 
considered the most prestigious American children's 
book awards. Beside the Caldecott Medal, the committee 
awards a variable number of citations to runners-up they 
deem worthy, called the Caldecott Honor or Caldecott Honor 
Books.

 

Randolph Caldecott Medal for the most distinguished 
American picture book for children: Hot Dog, illustrated and 
written by Doug Salati is the 2023 Caldecott Medal winner. 
Four Caldecott Honor Books also were named: Ain't Burned All 
the Bright, illustrated by Jason Griffin and written by Jason 
Reynolds;  Berry Song, illustrated and written by Michaela 
Goade; Knight Owl, illustrated and written by Christopher 
Denise; and Choosing 
Brave: How Mamie 
Till-Mobley and 
Emmett Till Sparked 
the Civil Rights 
Movement by Angela 
Joy; illus. by Janelle 
Washington.
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April - Caldecott 
Books


This issue features a 
description of the Caldecott 
Medal Books and the 2023 
winner - “Hot Dog”.  All books 
on our list this month have a 
“hot dog” theme.  We also are 
featuring some quick and easy 
Hot Dog crafts that children 
can make after an adult reads 
aloud this special book to 
them!


Every month we update our 
website to reflect these 
changing times and the  2023 
Reading List is available for 
your review. Book Lists going 
back to 2010 are also on the 
website.


www.readaloudamerica.org 


CLICK HERE 
TO SEE THE 

2023 
READING LIST


http://www.readaloudamerica.org
http://www.readaloudamerica.org/pdfs/2023_Reading_List.pdf
http://www.readaloudamerica.org/pdfs/2023_Reading_List.pdf
http://www.readaloudamerica.org/pdfs/2023_Reading_List.pdf
http://www.readaloudamerica.org/pdfs/2023_Reading_List.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Picture_book
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illustrator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_for_Library_Service_to_Children
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_for_Library_Service_to_Children
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Library_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Library_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newbery_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children%27s_literature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children%27s_literature
https://www.hbook.com/story/blogs/aint-burned-all-the-bright
https://www.hbook.com/story/blogs/aint-burned-all-the-bright
https://www.hbook.com/story/blogs/berry-song
https://www.hbook.com/story/blogs/some-former-real-committee-members-talk-books
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Recommended 
Read Aloud “Hot 
Dog Themed” 
Books


PRE-K BOOKS 

• The Pigeon Wants a Hot 

Dog, by Mo Willems

• If I Had a Hot Dog Tree, by 

Katherine Evans

KINDER-1ST GRADE 
BOOKS 

• Hot Dog, by Doug Salati
• The Adventures of Larry 

and the Hot Dog:  Karl the 
Construction Worker;  by 
M.C. Dixon


2ND-3RD GRADE 
BOOKS

• Stick Dog Wants a Hot 

Dog, by Tom Watson

• Stan the Hot Dog Man, by 

Leonard P. Kessler


BOOKS FOR OLDER 
KIDS

• Hot Dog Girl, by Jennifer 

Dugan

• Galactic Hot Dogs 1:  

Cosmoe’s Weiner Getaway, 
by Max Brallier

Paper Plate Hot Dog Craft


SUPPLIES: Large paper plate, tan tissue paper, red 
& yellow cardstock paper, white glue, scissors

DIRECTIONS: Cut tan 
colored tissue paper into 
small squares.  Cover the 
paper plate with white glue; 
place tissue paper on the glue 
until the plate is completely 
covered.  Cut the “hot dog” 
from the red cardstock and a 
cut a squiggle for the 
mustard.  Glue the hot dog 
and mustard to the center of 
the paper plate.

For complete instructions 
and video for making go to:
https://
www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/
2015/02/paper-plate-hot-dog-kid-
craft.html 

“H” is for Hot Dog Paper Craft


SUPPLIES: White paper 
plate, brown & white 
construction paper, yellow 
yarn, scissors, white glue

DIRECTIONS:  Cut the brown 
construction paper into small 
squares.  Cut the red paper into 
an elongated oval.  Cut a 12” 
piece of yellow yarn.  Glue the 
brown squares on the paper 
plate.  Glue the red oval on the 
center of the brown squares.  
Glue the yellow yarn in a 
squiggle down the red oval.


For complete instructions 
and video for making go to:
https://parentingpatch.com/
h-hot-dog-paper-plate-craft/

https://parentingpatch.com/h-hot-dog-paper-plate-craft/
https://parentingpatch.com/h-hot-dog-paper-plate-craft/
https://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2015/02/paper-plate-hot-dog-kid-craft.html
https://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2015/02/paper-plate-hot-dog-kid-craft.html
https://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2015/02/paper-plate-hot-dog-kid-craft.html
https://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2015/02/paper-plate-hot-dog-kid-craft.html

