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Gifts for Families with Too Much 
Stuff !


When you don't know what to give as a gift, it's good to remember that 
experiences make more meaningful and memorable gifts than material 
stuff. Stuff clutters your physical and mental space. On the other hand, 
experiences, especially ones with people we care about, contribute to a 
more meaningful sense of identity and improved social relationships.


 EXPLORE A TREETOP ADVENTURE PARK:  Adventure parks have become 
more and more popular, and gosh they are fun! One of the most rewarding 
ways our family spends time together is at treetop adventure parks. Climb 
into the trees and navigate obstacle courses and zip lines. This option may 
not work for all ages and abilities, but if it works for your family, this is a 
great family activity.

THEATER TICKETS:  Going to the theater promotes compassion, empathy, 
an understanding of others. The social act of watching a show teaches 
children etiquette and other social skills. But the biggest benefit of 
watching theater is that it transports you into another world. Investigate 
the theater options in your area and buy tickets–or better yet, season 
tickets–to a show!

VOLUNTEER DAY:  Plan to spend a day giving back to others. As a family, 
sign up to volunteer with a local organization. Some ideas include 
participating in a charitable walk, visiting a senior home or pediatric ward, 
joining in an environmental clean-up day, serving meals, or organizing a 
food drive.

CHARITY DONATION:  Decide as a family where you would like to make a 
financial donation to help others. You can choose one charitable 
organization or donate a smaller amount to separate organizations, one for 
each family member. Local charities are excellent places to start, because 
they tend to earmark a larger percentage of your donation to their mission, 
and not to overhead and administrative costs. 

https://www.whatdowedoallday.com//gifts-for-families-with-too-
much-stuff/ 
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Happy Holidays


This is the time to gather 
together as a family.  We 
hope that you enjoy our list 
of “Gifts for Families with 
Too Much Stuff”.  These are 
great family bonding ideas! 
The two new Crafts ideas 
are also a time to have fun 
together during the holiday 
break.


Every month we update our 
website to reflect these 
changing times and the  
2022 Reading List is 
available for your review. 
Book Lists going back to 
2010 are also on the 
website. Next month we will 
post the 2023 Book List.


www.readaloudamerica.org 


CLICK HERE 
TO SEE THE 

2022 
READING LIST


The Hawaii Rotary 
Youth Exchange 
students volunteered 
at the food drive for 
the Maui Food  
Bank.
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Recommended 
Read Aloud Books 
for December


PRE-K BOOKS 


• Little Blue Truck’s 
Christmas, by Alice 
Schertle


• Moo, Baa, Fa La La La La, 
by  Sandra Boynton


KINDER-1ST GRADE BOOKS 

• How to Catch an Elf, by 

Adam Wallace

• Mika, the Bear Who 

Didn’t Want to Sleep, by 
Erik Kriek


2ND-3RD GRADE BOOKS

• Turkey Claus, by Wendy 

Silvano

• Never EVER Race a 

Reindeer, by Adam 
Wallace


BOOKS FOR OLDER KIDS

• Christmas is for 

Everyone, by Mimi 
Barbour


• The Girl Who Saved 
Christmas, by Matt Haig

Hershey Kisses Christmas Trees


SUPPLIES: Scrapbook paper, 
toothpicks, tape, Hershey’s 
Kisses in Christmas foil colors.


DIRECTIONS:  Cut out triangle 
shapes from scrapbook paper.  
Tape a toothpick into the back.  
Insert the toothpick into the 
Hershey’s Kisses candies. These 
make great table decorations or 
place cards!!


For detailed instructions go to:  

https://www.itallstartedwithpaint.com/christmas-crafts-
with-kids-kisses/ 


Cinnamon Stick 
Christmas Ornament


SUPPLIES:  Cinnamon sticks, 
thin green ribbon, red button, 
ribbon or twine for hanger, Hot 
glue

DIRECTIONS:  Tie 4 pieces of 
green ribbon on a cinnamon 
stick.  Trim ribbon to look like a 
tree shape.  Hot glue a short 
piece of twine or ribbon to the 
top of the cinnamon stick as a 
tree hanger.  Hot glue a red 
button to the top of the 
cinnamon stick.


Go to this link for detailed 
instructions:   

https://
www.thatswhatchesaid.net/
thanksgiving-turkey-snack-bags/ 
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