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It’s February!

This issue helps answer
some questions about
Graphic Novels - the most
popular form of literature
for children in the past 10
years. We also have some
crafts that feature Healthy
Valentine snacks to make
with your kids.

Every month we update our
website to reflect these
changing times and the
2023 Reading List is
available for your review.
Book Lists going back to
2010 are also on the
website.

www.readaloudamerica.org

CLICK HERE
TO SEE THE
2023
READING LIST

Bai/ding Families of Lifetime Readers

Facts about Graphic Novels

When children read graphic novels, they are reading both complex text
and illustrations to decode what’s happening. They are looking at the
use of color, tone, facial expressions, line movements, etc. while
simultaneously reading text. Because the format makes the reader read
both the illustrations and text to understand, they read more slowly. In
our modern world visual literacy is just as important as print/text
literacy. Graphic novels teach young readers how to process an
increasing amount of visual information.

Graphic novels build the same skills
that are used when reading
traditional print books. The format
often contains more advanced
vocabulary than the average book
at the same age/grade/interest
level. These books still utilize
literary devices, like metaphors,
point of view, punctuation,
alliteration, and inference.
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It’s not a myth! Graphic novels
have been shown to motivate readers, especially those who are
struggling. Illustrations provide visual cues to help kids understand the
text. This format can also help children with Autism decode facial
expressions, body language,
and learn how to recognize
emotions in others.
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The illustrated covers in this
article are two of the most
popular graphic novel choices
for students.
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Read Aloud America

Recommended
Read Aloud Books
for February

PRE-K BOOKS

* Take Away the A, by
Michael Escoffier

e Bear Came Along, by
Richard T. Morris

KINDER-1ST GRADE
BOOKS

e Cat Kid Comic Club
(series), by Dav Pilkey

e Unicorn Diaries
(series), by Rebecca
Elliott

2ND-3RD GRADE BOOKS
» Waffles and Pancakes,
by Drew Brockington
e Mac B Kid Spy Series,
by Mac Barnett

BOOKS FOR OLDER KIDS
* Girl from the Sea, by
Molly Knox Ostertag
* Wings of Fire (series),
by Tui Sutherland

February 2023

Robot Valentine’s DaySnack

SUPPLIES: Juice Box, Applesauce cup, 2 mini raisin
boxes, 2 medium §oggly eyes, paper straw, heart toy
maze or sticker, glue gun.

DIRECTIONS: Using the
glue gun attach the juice box

to the raisin boxes. Hot glue robot snact
the applesauce cup upside VALENTINE'S DAY IDEA
down to the juice DOX. Keep www.seevanessacraft.com

the glue away from the straw
hole. Cut the straw into
thirds and hot glue 2 to the
sides of the juice box. Hot
glue 2 googly eyes to the front
of the applesauce cup. Attach
the heart maze or sticker with
hot glue to the front of the
juice box.

For detailed instructions go
to:
https://seevanessacraft.com/

2016/01/craft-robot-valentines-
day-snack/

SUN-MAID | SUN-MAID
RAISINS | RAISINS

Love Bug Fruit Cups

SUPPLIES: Sugar free
strawberry gel fruit cups,
sparkle pipe cleaners, pom
poms, googly eyes, pink foam
sheet, hot glue gun

DIRECTIONS: Cut the pipe
cleaners in half. Hot glue to
sparkle pom moms to the end of
the pipe cleaners to make the
antenna. Hot %lue the googly
eyes and small pom pom as the
host to the fruit cup. Make two
hearts from the pink foam

sheet. Hot glue foam hearts to
the bottom of the fruit cup as
fﬁet‘b Hl?t gfhile t}}e antenna t(})1
the back of the fruit cup so that

they stick straight up. FRUIT CUP

Go to this link for detailed
instructions:

https://thenymelrosefamily.com/love-bug-fruit-cups/
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